USQ FOUNDATION PROGRAM
 University of Southern Queensland, Australia
delivered by Advanced Contemporary Education Institute (HK)
The University of Southern Queensland (USQ) Foundation Studies Program is an accredited and intensive program for non-English speaking students. The program aims to provide an efficient pathway to an undergraduate degree program for non-English speaking background students whose academic achievements do not meet Australian university entry requirements to undergraduate programs. The program addresses discipline content to meet the educational criteria for tertiary entrance and prepares students for the university culture and its communication demands. The program also aims to increase students’ awareness of the Australian culture and provide them with cross-cultural communication skills. 

Program Objectives:

To provide non-English speaking background students, whose first language is not English with: 

· functional English to enable students to live in an English speaking society and take advantage of the services offered 

· conversational English language skills to enable students to communicate with native and non-native speakers of English in the community 

· an understanding of, and an adjustment to the academic cultural context of the Australian university 

· knowledge of the culture and customs of Australia through classroom work and activities in the community 

· a foundation in more academic English language skills (at the Upper-Intermediate level) to assist students wishing to pursue tertiary studies in Australia to be able to proceed to a university preparation program 

· socio-linguistic knowledge to enable students to use the language appropriately 

· a capacity to take control of their own learning by using appropriate learning strategies 

· confidence and ability to think critically and to analyse an argument 

· competence in accessing and communicating concepts and ideas in spoken and written form as appropriate to the higher education context 

· a capacity to establish working relationships with their lecturers and other students. 

Program Structures:
The USQ Foundation Program consists of three phases:
	

	PHASE I: ELICOS (English Language Intensive Course for Overseas Students) – 15 weeks
· Reading & Writing 

· Speaking& Listening




	PHASE II: Foundation Studies Program – 15 weeks         HK NLCR course Reg. No: 210902

	· FDN 7420    Foundation Academic Communication

· FDN 7430    Essentials Mathematics For Business

· FDN 7451   Foundation Business Studies

· FDN 7452    Foundation Accounting



	
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	PHASE III: UNIPREP – 15 weeks           

	· UNP 7310    Studying at University

· UNP 7340    English for Academic Purposes

· UNP 7320    Communication Processes

In addition, one of the following courses must be chosen: 
· UNP 7382    Applied Communication (Level B) 

· UNP 7383    Mathematics Communication (Level C)



	

	Entry Requirements:
· English language level equivalent of IELTS of 5.5 or above 

· TOEFL score 500 or above 

· Completed Form 5 (HKCEE) 

· HKCEE English (Syl B) Grade E or above 

· Successful Interview with program staff 

Note: Students who have not obtained Grade E or above may require to attend extended English language course organised by A.C.E.I.
FEES:

· Administration Fee
· A HKD $400 non-refundable application fee is payable upon the submission of an application.
· Tuition Fee
· Phase I, Phase II and Phase III: HKD $60,000.
NOTE: All payments should be made payable to Advanced Contemporary Education Institute. USQ Australia and A.C.E.I reserve the right to effect any changes. Please contact A.C.E.I for confirmation.
Application Procedure:

· Applicant can visit A.C.E.I office; or 
· Applicant can download application form from www.ezlearning.edu.hk 

· Make an appointment with our education consultants at A.C.E.I. for a free consultation without obligation regarding USQ and its programs. 

Please submit your completed application form to:

Advanced Contemporary Education Institute (A.C.E.I.)
Room 202,Floor 2,Two Grand Tower 
625 Nathan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Please provide the following:

· Identity documents (Hong Kong ID Card/ Passport) 

· Originals of Certificate/Diploma/Degree and Official Transcripts 

· 2 sets of copies of Certificate/Diploma/Degree and Official Transcripts 

· Original copies of academic or job related testimonials, reference letter or awards certificates 

Note: All applications are subjected to approval by USQ. Program commencement date may be different from that of the USQ on-campus for maintaining better timing in starting the first class for Hong Kong secondary school leavers.
When to apply: 
All applications are subjected to approval by USQ Australia. Enrolment is on a semester basis, and there are three consecutive semesters per year.
For details of enrolment dates, please contact A.C.E.I by Tel:852-23144688 or 

E-mail:info@ezlearning.edu.hk.

Note: Dates are subject to changes. For details of important dates, please contact A.C.E.I by Tel:852-23144688 or E-mail:info@ezlearning.edu.hk for confirmation.
 All applications are subjected to approval by USQ, Toowoomba Queensland, Australia.

Program commencement date may be different from that of the USQ on-campus for maintaining better timing in starting the first class for Hong Kong secondary school leavers.

WHAT SUPPORT IS OFFERED at A.C.E.I
· Easy Access to Staff – A.C.E.I staff members in Hong Kong are full-time staff and they are friendly and accessible. Students can also join in USQ, Toowoomba on-line discussion group with students studying in Australia. 

· Quality Tutorial Support Service – A.C.E.I has in place an experienced team of academics and professionals from within the business field to provide students with guidance and assistance with the study units. 
· Textbook – You can buy new textbooks by mail order through the USQ Bookshop, Toowoomba, Queensland, Australia (bookshop.usq.edu.au). 

· Study Package – the study package is a week-by-week guide to the material you need to cover in a course. It will contain study notes and self-assessment exercises, such as questions, activities and tests, to help you check your study progress and understanding. It may also contain carefully chosen readings, an audiotape or a computer disk with extra information. 

· Online Library Services – The USQ Online Library offers an extensive range of academic materials and publications such as journal articles, newspaper articles, world wide databases, research theses and many more to distance education students. University librarians can help you to obtain reference materials for assignments, offer you advice on additional reading materials. You can contact the librarians online via www.usq.edu.au/library. 
· Online Discussion Board – The online discussion board is an informal interactive area where USQ teaching staffs and USQ students from all over the world get together and exchange valuable ideas, brainstorm new ideas, swap study tips, and discuss assignments. 

· Assessment - The way you are assessed for a grade varies for each unit. Details are provided in your study package. To complete each unit, you usually have to send in several assignments or report by scheduled due dates. Completed assignments are returned to you with a grade and helpful comments to further assist your learning. You may also be required to sit a final exam. 

Examinations:

USQ organizes exam centers all over Australia and overseas. Students can sit their exams at a center near her/his home. Students who enrol through A.C.E.I will be sitting their exams at The Hong Kong Examination and Assessment Authority, 17 Tsuek Luk Street, San Po Kong, Kowloon, Hong Kong. Examinations are held during a two week period at the end of each semester. Examinations are mostly 2 hours in duration, although some examinations will take 3 hours. 

CONTACT US:
Should you have any enquiries, please do not hesitate to contact A.C.E.I at:

Advanced Contemporary Education Institute (A.C.E.I.)
Room 202,Floor 2,Two Grand Tower 
625 Nathan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong

Tel.: (852) 2314 4688  
Fax.: (852) 2314 4683 
E-mail: info@ezlearning.edu.hk 
Website: http://www.ezlearning.edu.hk
NOTE: Information presented here is correct as the date of publication (5thMay 2009).Please note that conditions are subject to change. For up to date information, please seek for confirmation from Advanced Contemporary Education Institute (HK).
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