Bachelor of Mass Communication (BMCM)
A University of Southern Queensland, Australia, program delivered by Advanced Contemporary Education Institute (Hong Kong)

Advanced Contemporary Education Institute (A.C.E.I) provides quality post secondary and tertiary level studies for students of all ages pursuing further education and career development. We offer a range of degree programs for secondary school leavers, executives and entrepreneurs. We also have para-professional courses aimed at individuals wanting to learn how to improve their entrepreneurial skills.
A.C.E.I has aligned with the University of Southern Queensland (USQ), Australia, to deliver the Bachelor of Mass Communication (BMCM) program in Hong Kong. USQ’s Mass Communication degrees are practical and career orientated. Hence, this opens-up the doors of opportunity for academics and field professionals in the communication, journalism and public relations sector to gain academic qualifications essential for career development.

USQ is renowned for its academic excellence in providing flexible distance learning and on-campus programs. Recognition from independent bodies includes:

2007 Carrick Institute for Learning and Teaching in Higher Education Awards for Programs that Enhance Learning (Innovation in Curricula, Learning and Teaching Category and the Services Supporting Student Learning Category)

2007 Carrick Citations for Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning

2006 Carrick Awards for Excellence in Australian University Teaching

2005 Distance Education Training Council Accreditation

2004 Commonwealth of Learning Award of Excellence for Institutional Achievement

2001- 2000 Joint winner of the Good Universities Guide “Australian University of the Year” for developing Australia’s e-University
1999 Voted the “World’s Best Dual Mode University” by the International Council of Open and Distance Education ICDE) 
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Program aims:

This program aims to produce graduates who have a mastery of a range of communication industry skills, supported by extensive contextual studies in communication/media theory, and professional skills in preferred areas of journalism, public relations and creative multimedia.

The program allows specific emphasis on those skills of a mass communication nature that produce graduates who have:

· a general understanding and appreciation of the complexities of human thought, expression and behaviour in a variety of subject areas

· developed further their personal, cultural, creative and intellectual capacities

· an awareness of, and ability to evaluate, various explanations of human behaviour

· the intellectual and practical skills necessary to apply knowledge in fields such as further study, research, employment and community service

· the ability to analyse, construct, and evaluate arguments critically.

Program objectives:
On successful completion of the program students should be able to demonstrate: 

· the ability to express themselves with clarity and coherence

· the ability to comprehend the fundamental nature of the process of communication in a range of mass communication forms including journalism and public relations

· having met the specified aims and objectives of those majors chosen in the mass communication degree

· a knowledge and understanding of the theoretical issues, problems and methodologies of mass communication

· an awareness of the ethical and social responsibilities that are integral to the function of professional endeavours.
Program structure: 
Bachelor of Mass Communication (Major in Journalism & Public Relations) (24 units)
The Bachelor of Mass Communication is a 24 course program and comprises the following:

	
	Total 

	Core courses  
	CMS1000, CSC1402 
	Elective core course  
	3 

	Major in Journalism 
	7 core courses
	7

	Major in Public Relations
	8 core courses  
	8

	Minor in Communication and Media Studies
	4 courses (recommended below)
	4

	Elective courses 
	2 from Faculty of Arts (with approval) 
	2

	 TOTAL
	24


Journalism major

Students prepare for a career in journalism or a related field by reporting, writing, editing, designing and producing for the Web, television, radio, newspapers and magazines. A wide range of knowledge and skills across multiple media, and a focus on hands-on experience, enables students to work in the 21st century’s digital newsrooms. Students are also encouraged to link with industry by undertaking internships as journalists.

Career opportunities

USQ graduates are working in radio, television, online and print media, throughout Australia and overseas. They include news and specialist reporters, columnists, commentators, copywriters, producers, sub-editors, editors, newsreaders and presenters. Journalism skills are also valued in public relations, publishing, law, commerce and business – where experienced journalists have become media officers, publishers, editors, speechwriters for government officials, politicians and executives, and corporate communicators.

	Core subjects

	CMS1000 Communication and Scholarship

	CSC1402 Foundation Computing


	Elective subjects

(Please select one subject from below)

	ANT1000 World Archaeology: An Introduction

	ANT1001 Introductory Anthropology

	EDC2200 Indigenous Perspectives for Educators

	ENL1000 Introduction to Literature

	ENL1001 Australian Stories

	HIS1000 World Civilizations to 1500 AD

	HIS1001 Introduction to Australian History

	INR1000 International Relations in a Globalizing Era

	INR1001 Global Transitions and Human Security

	LAC1001 Language Survival Skills

	SOC1000 Approaches to the Social Sciences

	THE1001 Introduction to History and Theory of Drama 1

	VSA1001 Contemporary Art Practice 1


	Major study: Journalism

	Course
	Enrolment requirements

	JRN1000 Introduction to Journalism
	

	JRN2000 News Reporting
	Pre-requisite: JRN1000 Co-requisite: JRN1000 and CMS1000 

	JRN2004 Public Affairs Reporting
	Pre-requisite: JRN2000 

	JRN2001 Publication Layout and Design
	Pre-requisite: JRN1000 

	JRN2003 Feature Writing
	Pre-requisite: JRN2001 or PRL1001 or JRN1000 

	JRN3000 Independent Study
	Pre-requisite: JRN2003 

	JRN3001 Journalism Publication
	Pre-requisite: JRN2003 

	JRN2006 Media Law and Ethics
	Pre-requisite: JRN1000 


Public relations major

Students gain the skills and knowledge to review communication policies within an organisation and develop and implement communication programs and strategies. This major will also equip students with skills required in the industry, such as issues management, specialist writing, how to create public awareness campaigns, and how to improve public and media relations. Students will identify communication problems of organisations through appropriate research and strategic planning.

Career opportunities

Most organisations recognise the importance of public relations to ensure the support of the public, media, government and their own staff. Opportunities exist in the areas of corporate public relations, consulting, government organisations, lobby groups, fund-raising, publicity and promotion, and community development. This program is accredited by the Public Relations Institute of Australia (PRIA).

	Major study: Public Relations

	Course
	Enrolment requirements

	PRL1002 Principles and Practice of Public Relations
	

	PRL1003 Reputation Management
	

	PRL1001 Writing for Public Relations
	Pre-requisite: PRL1002 and PRL1003 

	PRL2002 Community Consultation and Development
	

	PRL1004 Issues in Organisational Communication
	

	PRL2001 Issues Management and Strategic Planning
	

	PRL2000 Public Relations Practice and Techniques
	Pre-requisite: PRL1002 and PRL1001 

	PRL3000 Public Relations Project
	Pre-requisite: PRL2001 and PRL2000 


	Communication and Media Studies Minor

	CMS1010 Introduction to Communication and Media Studies

	CMS1011 Understanding Television

	CMS2016 Communication, Technology and Policy

	CMS2014 New Hollywood Cinema


Exemptions:
Candidates for admission to the Bachelor of Mass Communication program may be eligible for up to 16 units of exemption on the basis of successful completion of relevant, equivalent undergraduate study from a recognised university or institution offering equivalent study. Exemptions approved in this program will not automatically apply to other programs offered by USQ.

Claims for exemptions for previous study should be submitted prior to or at the time of enrolment. Each claim will be assessed on individual merit in line with the Faculty's Exemptions policies.
Admission criteria:

· Successful completion of the USQ Foundation Studies Program; or
· Successful completion of the USQ UNIPREP Program

· HKALE A-Levels or GCE A-Levels, with 2 x D or equivalent in any academic subjects 

· Successful completion of a Diploma/ Advanced Diploma/ Higher Certificate/ Certificate
· Students who are aged 21 or above can apply as a mature entry student into BBA Programs
Note: Each application will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. Exemptions granted may vary between individuals.
English language proficiency requirements: 

· TOEFL 550 or above; or
· IELTS 6.0 or above with no sub score less than 5.5; or
· HKALE English Grade E or above; or

· GCE O Level Grade C or above

Fees:

Administration Fee

· A HKD $300 non-refundable application fee is payable upon the submission of an application

Tuition Fees

· The tuition fee for each unit is HKD $7500
Note: All payments should be made payable to Advanced Contemporary Education Institute. USQ Australia and A.C.E.I reserve the right to effect any changes. Please contact A.C.E.I for confirmation.
Application procedure:

· Applicant can visit A.C.E.I office; or 

· Applicant can download application form from www.acei.edu.hk
· Make an appointment with our education consultants at A.C.E.I for a free consultation without obligation regarding USQ and its programs.

Please submit your completed application form to:

Advanced Contemporary Education Institute (A.C.E.I.)
Room 202,Floor 2,Two Grand Tower 
625 Nathan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Please provide the following:

· Identity documents (Hong Kong ID Card/ Passport)

· Originals of Certificate/Diploma/Degree and Official Transcripts

· 2 sets of copies of Certificate/Diploma/Degree and Official Transcripts
· Original copies of academic or job related testimonials, reference letter or awards certificates

When to apply:

All applications are subject to approval by USQ Australia. Enrolment is on a semester basis, and there are three consecutive semesters per year:
Application deadline for 2009: Semester 1, 1st March 2010  

                             Semester 2, 30th Jun 2010
Semester 3, 27th Oct 2010
Notes: Dates are subject to change. For details of important dates, please contact A.C.E.I for confirmation.
What support is offered at A.C.E.I:
· Easy access to staff – There are full-time local tutors in Hong Kong who are friendly and accessible. Students can also join in online discussion groups with students studying in Australia.

· Quality tutorial support service – A.C.E.I has in place an experienced team of academics and professionals from within the business field to provide students will guidance and assistance with the study units.

· Textbooks – You can buy new textbooks by mail order through the USQ Bookshop, information about ordering your text book can be found at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au
· Study package – the study package is a week-by-week guide to the material you need to cover in a course. It will contain study notes and self-assessment exercises, such as questions, activities and tests, to help you check your study progress and understanding. It may also contain carefully chosen readings, an audiotape or a computer disk with extra information.
· Online Library services – The USQ Online Library offers an extensive range of academic materials and publications such as journal articles, newspaper articles, world wide databases, research theses and many more to distance education students. University librarians can help you to obtain reference materials for assignments, offer you advice on additional reading materials. You can contact the librarians by telephone (+61 7 4631 2589), fax (+61 7 4631 2920) or email (offcamp@usq.edu.au).
· Online discussion board – The online discussion board is an informal interactive area where USQ teaching staffs and USQ students from all over the world get together and exchange valuable ideas, brainstorming new ideas, swap study tips, and discuss about assignments.

· Assessment - The way you are assessed for a grade varies for each unit. Details are provided in your study package. To complete each unit, you usually have to send in several assignments or report by scheduled due dates. Completed assignments are returned to you with a grade and helpful comments to further assist your learning. You may also be required to sit a final exam.

Examinations:

USQ organises exam centres all over Australia and overseas. Students can sit their exams at a centre near her/his home. Students who enrol through A.C.E.I will sit their exams at:

The Hong Kong Examination and Assessment Authority

17 Tsuek Luk Street, San Po Kong, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Examinations are held during a two week period at the end of each semester. Examinations are mostly be 2 hours duration, although some examinations will take 3 hours. 
Contact us:

Should you have any enquiries, please do not hesitate to contact A.C.E.I at:

Advanced Contemporary Education Institute (A.C.E.I.)
Room 202,Floor 2,Two Grand Tower 
625 Nathan Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong
Tel: (852) 2314 4688  

Fax: (852) 2314 4683 

E-mail: info@acei.edu.hk 

Website: www.acei.edu.hk  

Note: Information presented here is correct as at the date of publication (8th Dec 2009). Please note that conditions are subject to change. For up to date information, please seek confirmation from Advanced Contemporary Education Institute (HK).
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